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Legislatively Literate

“General Overview
-too much into processfelt overwhelmed
with information”

Deeper Learning Through Collaboration
Students will research and present on one historical/legal event
that has impacted English Language Learners (ELLs) in the United
States and write a response about the ELL experience across time.

STOP

“too much lecture”
student frustration

Outcome achieved

Exit slips

Start/Catalyst
Critical Decision
Stop & REflect
Pot Hole
Documents available
pre-planning
individual worktime (with assistance)
Post-Session

shifting gears
to reflection

“…when attempting to complete a
project that required background
knowledge in politics, I was completely
lost. This only shone a little light on what
it is like as an ELL learning in an English
only classroom.”

Development of
session exercise

Lessons Learned

3-hour evening session

Reached out
for collaboration
with Milner Library

1. The icebreaker for academic language was key to
understanding the rest of the assignment.
2. There was too much instruction on the front end of the
session.

Revised timeline

“

TCH 248
Student Reﬂection

“

This act did not just come out
of left ﬁeld, it derived from
previous acts the United States
already had in place.

Revision of
existing Assignment
STOP
Synthesized
student feedback

Discussed next steps
(over food)

3. Some events were more complicated than others, and
not well-suited to the assignment.
4. It might be beneﬁcial to assign each event to a pair
instead of an individual.
5. Quick feedback questions were a good idea.
6. There was a correlation of students’ experiences with
this diﬃcult assignment to the feelings of ELLs in the
classroom. This was expressed in the written reﬂections.
7. There should be separate instruction for those who
chose a case and those who chose legislation.
8. There would be a closer connection to the assignment if
the students presented on the same day as the
workshop.
9. This exercise could be revised for other interdisciplinary
courses (e.g.: POL/CJS/WGS, LAW).
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